LAND GROUPS INCORPORATION ACT (1974)




CONSTITUTION OF THE 

____________________ LAND GROUP (INCORPORATED)

1.
NAME


The name of the group is the __________________________________________


Land Group (Incorporated). In the rest of Constitution it will be referred to as 
“the Land Group”.

2.
MEMBERSHIP


(1)
The qualification for Membership of the Land Group is that a person 


recognises himself or herself, and is recognised in accordance with 



_________________________________ custom by other members of the 


________________________ group from _________________ village(s), as 


being a member of that group.


(2)
Membership of the ____________________________________________ 

group is generally determined in cordance with the following customs;



(a)
a child becomes a member of its fathers group by birth;



(b)
a person from outside ___________________ village who marries



a member, and who lives in _______________________________




village for more than _______________________ (     ) years, may




become a member by marriage upon general consent of other land 



group members;



(c)
a child whose father comes from outside the group land area may 



become a member for its mother’s group in the following cases;




(1)
if the mother is unmarried; or




(2)
if the mother is separated from the child’s father; and 




(3)
if the parents have agreed that the child should belong to 




the mother’s group;

(d) an infant from another customary group who is adopted by a male 



member of the land group can become a member of the land group 



upon general consent of other land group members.

3.
RECOGNITION OF GROUP MEMBERS


(1)
it shall be a primary function of the committee of the land group to 



maintain an up-to-date record of all recognised members according to the 


groups’s Customary 
Law (as described in Section 2)


(2)
The record of all group members shall be kept by the committee, and shall 


be the 
only record of group member which is referred to for the purposes 


of this 
constitution.


(3)
The accord of all group members shall be updated by the Committee at 


least once every year.


(4)
The committee can only make changes to the group record by adding new 


members or deleting members if the changes have first been approved by 


the members of the land group at a meeting in accordance with Section 5.


(5)
When the committee wishes to update the group it must make an entry in 


the record which;


(a)
lists the names of the persons to be added to or deleted from the list of 


members in the group record; and 


(b)
records the dates of the meeting at which the land groups approved the 


change of membership of the group; and 


(c)
is signed and dated by all members of the committee.

4.
COMMITTEE

(1)
The Controlling Body of the Land Group is to be;


(a)
titled the __________________________________________ Land Group



Committee (referred to in the rest of this Constitution as the Committee);


(b)
composed of _______________________________ members of the Land



Group;


(c)
initially made up of the following members;



____________________________________________________________



____________________________________________________________



____________________________________________________________



____________________________________________________________



____________________________________________________________


(d)
appointed by general consensus among the membership of the land group 


at meeting convened in accordance with Section 5, as and when the to fill 


vacancies on the committee arises.


(2)
The committee is responsible for the efficient conduct of the affairs of the 


land group and in particular shall;



(a)
call meetings of the members of the well informed on the affairs of 


the land group; and



(b)
makesure that suitable records of the meeting and other affairs of 



the land group are kept and look after.


(3)
Any members of the committee may be recorded by the members of the 


group at a meeting duly convened in accordance with Section 5 of this 


Constitution.

5.
MANNER IN WHICH THE GROUP ACTS

(1)
The Land Group acts in the following manner;



(a)
before any act of the land group, the committee shall give notice to 


the members stating -




(i)
when and where the land group meet and




(ii)
the nature of the matter on which the land group purposes 




to act.



(b)
notice given under paragraph (a) should not be given less than (3) 



days before the meeting;



(c)
the matter on which the land group proposes to act shall be fully 



discussed at the meeting, and a decision reached on the matter by 



consensus of the members present.



(d)
provided that at least half of all resident group members, age 16 



years or more, are present at the meeting decision reached in 



accordance with paragraphs (a), (b) and (c) shall not be invalidated 



be reason of the absence of an individua member or members of 



the land group;



(e)
when a decision is reached in the above manner, that decision is 



the authority for the committee to act on behalf of the land group 



so as to carry out the decision.


(2)
The acts of the land group are evidenced by the members of the committee 

completing and signing a certificate in the form attached to this 



constitution.

6.
POWERS


(1)
The land group has all the powers conferred by the Land Group



Incorporation Act Chapter No. 147, except that the land group shall not 


dispose of the absolute ownership of Customary Land owned by the Land 


Group.


(2)
The Powers referred to above are those in Section 13 of this Act, which 


are that the Land Group can -



(a)
acquire, hold and deal with user rights over the land, in a 




Customary Manner;



(b)
use and manage its land, and enter into agreements for its use or 



management;



(c)
borrow money for its land development; and 



(d)
distribute or apply any products, profits or income from its land.


(3)
The Land Groups Power to lease customary land owned by it, or enter into 

a similar agreement disposing of the use of such land, or to enter into an 


agreement for the management of such land, is subject to the condition 


that the terms of any such lease or agreement have been set out in a written 

document, which has been approved by a decision of the land group at a 


meeting in accordance with Section 5.

7.
CUSTOM WHICH APPLIES


The Land Group shall act in accordance with the custom of the 


__________________________________________________________________


people.

8.
DISPUTE SETTLEMENT AUTHORITY


(1)
The Dispute Settlement Authority of the Land Group shall be made up of 


three persons appointed as follows;



(a)
one person appointed by the committee;



(b)
one person appointed by the (18) ___________________________




land group committee; and



(c)
one person appointed by (19) ______________________________




18
insert here the name of another land group selected for this 




purposes;




19
insert here the name of local level government or other 




body selected for this purpose.



(2)
In accordance with custom, the Dispute Settlement Authority will consult 


the bigmen and bigmeri form the area in which the dispute arises in the 


course of their deliberations.

9.
The address for Service of Notice on the Land Group is 


__________________________________________________________________


__________________________________________________________________


__________________________________________________________________


_________________________________________ Province, Papua New Guinea.

10.
ACTS OF LAND GROUP BINDING ON ALL MEMBERS


Any acts taken by the land group in accordance with this Constitution are binding 
on all members of he land group.

11.
RULE MAKING POWER


(1)
The Committee may make rules applying to the internal affairs of the 


group;


(2)
Any rules made under Sub-Section (1) shall -



(a)
be in writing; and



(b)
be in the language of the group, and a rule shall only take effect if 



it has been approved by a decision of the land group a meeting in 



accordance with Section 5.


(3)
Any rule which is inconsistent with this constitution is invalid.

12.
VARIATION OF THE CONSTITUTION


(1)
Subject to the requirements of Section 9 of the Land Groups Incorporation 


Act Chapter No. 149, this constitution may be varied where the Land 


Group has made a decision in accordance with Section 5 to vary this 


Constitution.

(2) This power to vary the Constitution shall not take effect unless the decision has been made by the Land Group at two meetings in accordance with Section 5 at least one (1) month apart.

13.
ADOPTION OF THIS CONSTITUTION


(1)
A meeting shall be duly convened by the members of the land group at a 


time and place to be nominated by the Committee Members (elect).


(2)
The provisions of this Constitution shall be adopted by all the group 


members after a consensus decision to that effect is taken at such a 



meeting.


(3)
The Committee (elect) shall be duly authorised and directed to certify the `


adoption of this Constitution on behalf of all members of the group and 


shall annex such certification to this Constitution including a record of the 


consensus decision taken at the meeting called for the purpose of the 


adoption of this Constitution, whereupon the Constitution shall be  



adopted.

Land Group (Incorporated)




CERTIFICATE

This is to certify that, at a Meeting of the Land Group held on the ___________________

day of __________________________ , 19 ________ , where _____________________

adult members of the group were present, the following decision was taken:

Under the Constitution of the Land Group, this decision is a decision of the Land Group, and is binding on all members of the land group.









The Committee

Signed:
(




)



(




)



(




)



(




)



(




)



(




)

